FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 

COVER SHEET 


SUBJECT: MARILYN REESE 
|JHEPPARD 

FILE: 62D-CV-2664 
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620-2664 ’ 


3005 Federal Office Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 44199 

March 23, 1983 


Mr, Pete Gray 

Chief of Police 

Bay Village Police Department 

350 Dover Center Road 

Bay' Village, Ohio 44140 

Dear Chief Gray: 

In regards to the metal fireplace tongs submitted 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Laboratory, the 
following is being submitted to more fully clarify examination 
conducted at the Laboratory: 



advised that the submitted fireplace tongs 
are made of brass and brass is very resistemt to corrosion. 


Lf said samples would be of 
wear emd determination to formulate 
a hypothesis relative to the age of the to nes and the leng th 
of time they w ere imbedded i n the ground. 


►was asked by SA ' 

value in determining metal 
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^advised that he would be able to possibly 
refer Chief Gray to an expert in the field of metal corrosion 
and requested Chief Gray c ontact him at the FBI Laboratory, 
telephone number (202) 324*-f||Bfor ftirther information. 


Very truly yours. 


Joseph E. Griffin 
Special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO : SAC, CLEVELAND 
FROU : SA 
subject: 


date: 


rSji^w 


file, the following bulky evidence 
is still maintained by the Cleveland Division: 



bulky evidence may be returned or destroyed. (Please state 
action taken to return evidence) . 




Before returning evidence, I determined it necessary 
to discuss it with the USA or others. (Please inform results 
of talk) . 



PEARaiED. 


e file 
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■ FBI — CLE\'gi-tV 
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The following bukly evidence must be retained 
for these reasonss (Be specific)# 


SUPERVISOR’S APPROVAL 

After discussing the matter with the Case Agent# 
above evidence must be retained# 


(Initials of Supervisor) 

I disagree with the Case Agent for the following 

reasons: 


(Initials of Supervisor 

PLEASE BE SURE TO BLOCKSTAMP AND HAVE SUPERVISOR 
INITIAL AND THEN ATTACH TO INVENTORY COPY 


Thanks 
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Bulky Exhibit • inventory of Property Acquired as Evidence 
FD-192(Rev.S-23-80) 


Date 


11/23/82 


Title and Character of Case 
UNSUB; 

MARILYN SHEPPARD 
VICTIM-DECEASED ; 

MURDER; 

BAY VILLAGE, OHIO 1954 


Date Property Acquired 
11/22/82 


Source From Which Property Acquired 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY CORONER'S OFFICE 


Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 
BULKY ROOM 


To Be Returned 
□ Yes 0 No 


Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 
EVIDENCE 


See Serial 

Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 




Agent Assigned Case 


□ Yes B No GrandJuryMaterial*DisseminateOnlyPursuanttoRule6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. 


Description of Property or Exhibit 

One set fireplace tongs 
_ 1 set newspapers - . 

1 set brown wrapping paper 

2 envelopes debris 



SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


Field File # 62D-2664 fS' 

on- CLEVELAND 

/A 
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FD-340 mEV. 6-29-81) 


Reid File No. ^ 

00 and File No. ^ tlgr</cg 

Date Received 

From ^ 

(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


(CITY AND STATE) 

By 

(NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT) 


To Bo Returned Cl Yes 


Receipt Given O Yes 


□ No 


□ No 


Q Yes Grand Jury Moterlal* 

Disseminote Only 
Q |s|^ Pursuant to Rules 

6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure 


Description: 

Fj)m /G ' 
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Bi‘’*-‘ Exhibit • Inventory of Pro^3y Acquired as Evidence 

FL y2 (Rev. 5-23-80) 


I • 


Date 


11/23/82 


Title and (Character of Case 
UW3U3> 

MAKILYN SHEPPARD 
VICTII-i-DECSASSD ; 
MURDER; 


Date Property Acquired 
11/22/82 

Source From Which Property Acquired 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY CORONER' 

S OFFICE 

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit 
BULKY ROOM 

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same 
EVIDENCE 

To Be Returned 
□ Yes S No 

See Serial 

Agent Submitting Property or Exhibit 

Agent Assigned Case 


□ Yes X3 No Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 


Description of Property or Exhibit 

One set fireiilace tongs 
1 set newspapers 

1 set brown wrapping ppper 

2 envelopes debris 

Sr K' t-^b •' /a3 S’SJ 6T3 
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SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date) 


Field File # 62P-2664 //J\_ 

nr>- CLEVELAND 
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KEEP ATTA'c:i:u TO EXillLIT 
r. v 
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CHAIN OF POSSESSION 


Item No. 

Name 


Name 



From; 

* 

To: 


Time: 

Date: 



From: 


To: 


Time: 


Date: 


Item No. 


Remarks 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 

COVER SHEET 


SUBJECT: MARII.YN REESE 
SHEPPARD 


FILE: 163-18208 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


SAC, Clovalttod (62D-2S64) 


DttO«Bib«r 2, 1982 


J 




FBI FILE NO. 

^ 2U2C071 8 OK KH ' RO 




Re- 

MARIX«yiZ^BBVPARO - VICTZk' - DECSASBO} 

HORBSS 

nkY ^f55g^ ogifO. 1954 ; 

DOUSmC'KfUCB COOPBRAZIOM 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 


Clav«X«iid’ 






Coonunlo&'bion dat«<X HovAnb«r 23, 1982 


Examination requested: 
Specimens received 


SpOOilMASl 

Ql 

Q2 

Q3 

Q4-Q5 


N.. 


MloroBOoplo Analyses - Chaoleal Analy»a» “ 
Metallurgy - Fingerprint 


Novecober 24, 1982 

r' 


Fireplace tongs 
Newspapers 

Brown wrapping*' paper 
Debris 


Dt -62 [V tjp'i— 



Page 1 


(over) 



* OEC 3. 1982 


f 


FBI/DO. 



You are bcting advised of the other requested 
examinations and the disposition of the evidence hy 
a subsequenE~ report* 


Page 2 

21126071 8 ^ OX 
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To: 



RECOB£>ED 
0/82 





FteDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


11/26/82 ) 




Loborotoiy Weik Shttt 
SAC, Cleveland (62D-2664) 

PB.r.LENO.^->-^ 

LAB. NO. 21126071 S UK WM RU 



Re: UNSUB; 

MARILYN SHEPPARD- VICTIM-DECEASED; 
MURDER ■ 

BAY VILLAG E O HIO, 1954 
DOMESTIC POLICE COOPERATION 


YOUR NO. 
Exaaiaation by: 


Examination requested by: 


Cleveland 


Reference: 


Communication dated November 23, 1982 


Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 

Specimens: 


Microscopic Analyses - Chemical Analyses - 
Metallurgy FrA^C-rpTi'Af- 
November 26, 1982 


"U u/3f 


Ql Fireplace tongs 


Q2 

Newspapers 

Q3 

Brown wrapping paper 

Q4-Q5 

Debris 
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U/23/82 



TO: 


FROM: 

R£: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTM: FBI XABORATORY 

EVlMSN^^OKTROIi CENTER 

ATTN: WfKKKKKKw 

SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS UNIT 


SAC, PT.CTmTAWD (620-2664) 


UNSUB; 

MAffTTiY“ g«gPP^Pn-VTf?TTM~DKCEASED: 


MURDER - 

BAY VILLAGEi_i^IO, 1954 
P^SSTIC POLI CE COOPERATION 
‘65H CV 





Re CV ttelcatla. to FBI Laboratory, 11/22/82. 

FBI Laboratory under sepeurate cover 


Enclosed for the 
are the following items: 



One set of tQngs . 

One set xisUfifiABSER* 

One set brown wr apping paper. 
Two envelopes containing 




For the information of the FBI Laboratory, instant fire- 
place tongs were unearthed from the backyard of Dr. Sam Sheppard 
on 11/19/82 by a neighbor who was putting in a new water line. 

This individual wrapped the tongs in newspapers which are 

enclosed. The Bay Village, Ohio Police Department s^sequently 

wrapped the package in the brown wrapping paper which is also 
being submitted. The envelopes contain debris which was preserved 
from tongs and is also being submitted. 

Chief of Police Peter Gray, Bay Village, Ohio Police 
Department and Dr. Samuel Ge^e^^ ^ CHlfahoga County, Ohio Coroner, 
have requested the eubs^i:lon of tnese items to the FBI Laboratory 
and requested the foll’wi^g f^^^:^»^ons: 


d 


- Bureau 

- Package 

- Cleveland 


( 7 ) 


CV 62D-2664 


1. Latent fingerprint examinations* 

2. Presence of blood be determined* 

3* Hairs and fibers identified* 

4* Manufacturer and date of manufacture, lo 
5* Composition of metal and weight* 




Blood and hair s<unples are available at the Cuyahoga 
County Sheriff's Office. 


Or. Gerber has had made a wax replica of the head of 
Marilyn Sheppard which has been reproduced in detail showing 
the wounds as they appeared on the victim* The FBI Laboratory 
is also requested to determine if tests may be conducted using 
submitted fireplace tongs to determine if this instrument could 
produce wounds identical to the victim's. 


For the information of the FBI Laboratory r the find 
of this instrument has received publicity in Cleveland area 
newspapers r however# no specific details have been released 
by authorities. 

It is requested that this matter receive expedite 


ALL EVIDEMCE SUBMITTED TO BE PRBSERVFD AND RETURNED 
^ TO FBI CLEVBLAND. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



jjoms 


'* Loborotpry Work Sheot 

To: 8AC, CUvelaad (620-2664| 


Re: UNSOBf 

HJJtXLVN 6EEPPARD-VZC7ZH*>DB^EASSD| 
KURDSR 

BKX VXXAASEU-jmZO, 1964 

00KB6XXC POUCB OOOPERUTXail 


FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 
YOUR NO. 


- ! : 

2 US 6 Q 7 X 8 OX Kl^ 


■ %. 
' V 

v‘^^’ 




Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received: _ 


ft.c_+n’a n/3<»/t3 


CX«v*laiid 

C<NBmmicatlon d&t*d Kovenl^ 23, 1982 
Mierosoopio Analyses ^^'^mLakl AJuOLys^ - 
Moveoiber 26, 1982 


t? 


SpeoiAens I 

Q1 rireplaoe tongs 

Q2 Newspapers 

Q3 Brown wrappl^ P«P<ur 

Q4-K2S Dtbris 
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BLOOD EXAMINATION 


LabNo. 7^U7L0 1\ 5 


Contributor 


SAC| ClevcIcindL 


Date 


n/w/Tx 




Specimen 

Pheno. 

Hemo. 

Anti-H 

1 Groupings | 

Crust 

‘Remarks 

Elut. 

Inh. 

9 1 f 1 irt.p|e.C^ 1 - 






■■■ 








6 cnm . 



■ 



Q 3 l Two ^ejtri»o»^c oT 

•»» 












pCOtV' 








9 ? l 3 rovv»^ Wirtppinc, 







. . > 





JMMB— 1 1 











^ . .. 






i: 


9 ? 1 ^ c-ijr 1 c 

— “ 

• 



— 




( 6 V OeJ,r.s 

- ■■ 

- 




- 









1 










. 




























i 


1 


1 

1 

1 









































FBl/DOJ 







fH' 

ni 

.. H 

•* 

ft- 






. ■ ^ ■■ 





••• . • \ y 



t . • « 

; 




K»>:‘ V:? V*\:. . • 


FD-9S (Rev. 6-22>78) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
□ Teletype 
CD Facsimile 
Q AIRTEL 




CSf 
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c... 


. - -•:j| 

. ::3\ 


PRECEDENCE: 
I \ Immediate 
n Prior ity 
r~l Routine 


FBI 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 

□ UNCLAS 

11/23/82 


f 
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t 
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I 

I 

I 
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Date 


TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 

evidence CO NTROL CENTER 

SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS UNIT 



FROM: 

RE: 


00 

(] SAC, CLEVELAND (62D-2664) 

UNSUB; /O 

^RILYnW^PPARD- VICTIM-DECEASED ; 
MURDER ' 

VJLL^, OHIO, igqa 
DOMESTIC POLICE COOPERATION 
00: CV 


°?/ ii/O'l]' 


W/V 


Re CV -telcall- to FBI Laboratory, 11/22/82 

are the fonoi??f '■aboratory under 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4 . 



.te cover 


One set of fireplace tongs. 

One set newspapers. 

One set brown wrapping paper. 

Two envelopes containing debris 

place tongf°Sere®uiefrt!^^|?of laboratory, instant fire- 

on 11 / 19/12 by a SigSSj^who Saf Sheppard 

This individual wrapped th^tonS^ ?n ^ new water line, 

enclosed. The Bav vin^^rrA 9 ® newspapers which are 
wrapped the packaae in thf»*Hr-^^° Polxce Department subsecjuently 
being submitted. ?he eS^^^^ '^" wrapping paper which is also ^ 
from tongs and is also being^I^mitted? preserved 


r 


— wvao pirese 

7^- ~ 

tillage, Ohio Policy 


Department^^^f Dr! TJattl Ba^*^iTl&ge, Ohio Pollq,*^ 

have re<iuested the submission of^thes?*??^ Coroner, 

^d requested the following examiStions! , *=*»^^-^e«Hsory 

, Bureau 7 iii 82 

- Packaae ^ 

Cleveland 7-^— 


(7) 

5' Api»oved: 
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I'M 


1 BUREAU OF INVESTIGinp3< 

Washington, D. C. 20537 

REPORT 

of the 

UnNT FINGERPRINT SEaiON 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 






YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILaE NO. 
LATENT CASE NO. 


yf 


TO; 


e2D>2664 
C-X7516 
SAC, Cloveland 



Dcconibdr 22 , 1982 






RE: UNSUB.; f 

MAJ<Ti:Vtt .viaiarr^n:; • 

MURDLft 

ITaY' VTL auAGK , OlilO. 


VICTIM - DECEASED 


1554 

POLICE COOFEPATION' 


REFERENCE: Airtel 11/23/82 

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: , 


SPECIMENS: 


Lnncl 

01, fireplace 



Tae reaulta o£ tho laboratory axauilnatlons 
disposition of the specimen are the subjects of a separate 
report. 
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dec 


^2J982 


59 JAN 181983 


M/Ula ROOM 



IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Rscordodi Xl~16**82 ■ Loberetoiy Work ShMt 

'I'o: sae« ci«v»i«aA <c2»*sci4) 


Received : 
Note: Expedite, 


12-16-82 




Re: 

nmkemii 9«i9tJU«»»vxeszti-n^^ 

CMtO# ttS4 


FBI FILE NO. 

. tiuim « W 

YOUR NO. #C -17518 
Examination by: 

Noted By: 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 


CX^Vi&MIlA 

Airtel ScrV«BUN« Stg INH 

Kiiaxfsao^lc 
KombMT 16, Xita 



^ SpaalMMi ^ - /^p 

qi rinqplM* toogs 



FBI/DOJ 
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AIRTEL 


TO: 


FROM: 

RE: 


11/23/82 


DIRECTOR, F»I 

ATTN; FBI LABORATORY 

EVIDENCE CO NTROL CENTER 

ATTN: 

SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS UNIT 
SACT ^OjEVE LAND .(62D-2664) 

UNSUB; 

iiARlLYN-SUEPPARD-rVICTIM-DECEASED ; 
M URDER, 

BAY_VILLAGE, OHIO, 1954 
DOMESTIC POLICE COOPERATION , 

*'oor"cv ■ 



2'1. 1 ^ ^ 




Re CV .telcall to FUI Laboratory, 11/22/82, 

Enclosed for the FBI Laboratory under separate cover 
are the following items: 



One set of ftre7;|ftpa tongs . 

One set nau^^oaoera. 

One set brown wrapping pap or.. 
Two envelopes containing debris . 


D 




For the information of the FBI Laboratory, instant fire- 
place tongs were unearthed from the backyard of Dr. Sam L'heppard 
on 11/19/82 by a neighbor who was putting in a new water line. 

This Individual wrapped the tongs in newspapers which are 
enclosed. The Bay Village, Ohio Police Department subsequently 
wrapped the package in the brown wrapping paper idiich is also _ 
being submitted. The envelopes contain debris which was preserved 
from tongs auid is also being submitted. 

Chief of Police Peter Gray, Bay Village, Ohio Police 
Department and Dr. Samuel Gerii^r, Cuyahoga County, Ohio Coroner, 
have reguested the subeiission of th^se items to the FBI Laboratory 
and requested the following examinations: 

i - Bureau 
Qj - Package 
1 - Cleveland 
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REPORT 
of the 



S 1 




/\ 


XJIBORATORT 



FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2053S 

.p^.SACf Clevaland (62D-2664) 


Dttooabor 22, 1932 


UNSOB ^ Cp 

MARILYN SHEPPARD» VICTIM-DECEASED ; 
Reruj^pngp. 

' BAY VILLAGE > OHI O. XS.5/L„^ 
DOMESTIC POLICE COOPERATION 


FB[ FILE NO. 


LAB. NO. 



21126071 8 UK MM HU 


-i 

OD 



i 

7^ i 

? 

O ‘ 


LU 


Q 


Examination requested by: ClOVOland 

Reference: CoDsaunioation dated November 23, 1982 

Examination requested: 

Specimens received 

Result of examination t 


Mlcroacopio Analyses - Chemical Analyses • 

Metallurgy 

November 26, 1982 




.I*' 


This report supplements the FBI Laboratory report in this 
case dated December 2, 1982* All of the requested examinations are 
now completed. For a detailed listing of the evidence please refer 
to that report. 



» i: 


You are being advised of the results of the fingerprint 
ri ^examination by a separate report. The subsdtted items are being 


returned under separate cover by registered, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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FBI FILE NO. 
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LAB. NO. 2U26071 8 OK KM RU 


YOUR NO. 

jKfMRZm SHEPVABO-VXCTZM-DSCEASBDi 
MOSDSSt 

BMt VZXIAa!4.4>8Z0, 1954 Examination by: 

D0MB8TZC POLXCB COOFBfUkTZOV 


Examination requested by. 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received; 


Cleveland 

Coonunieatioa dated Uoveubor 23, 1982 
Micsaiuiftplo JVnalysen - Chcsaicil Analyees - 
Kovec^M 26, 1982 


Speoimeaet 

Q1 Fireplaee tenge 

Q2 Kefvapapers 

Q2 Brown wrapping paper 

Q4-Q5 Debrie 
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WASHINGTON, D, C. 20535 

DATE: 12/22/82 

TO: SAC, Cleveland (52 d-'2664) 
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DEC 29 1982 

T-"] 

"»/•. 


• . Shipp<nof_,j Q i 

Shipping Method . 
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BAY VILLAGE, OHIO, 1954 
DOMESTIC POLICE COOPERATION 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 

COVER SHEET 


SUBJECT: MARILYN REESE 
SHEPPARD 


CROSS REFERENCE 
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CAT*. 11/22/82 

"SrNoSt aSAC-C richabd d. schwein. 


^.NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


SUBJCCTt 


DR. SAMUEL SmPMRD (DECEASED); 
MARILYN SHEE®D (DEC EASE D) - VICTIM; 
MURDER; LABORATORY MATTERS 


TOi \ 


SAC, CLEVELAND ( 92-718) ^ 

On 11/22/82, Chief of Police (COP) Pete Gray, . 

Bay Village PD, telephonically advised that 

murder weapon in the Sheppard murder case had been found. 

Chief Gray said that the current owner of the house where 
Samuel and Marilyn lived had been digging a trench to lay \ 
new water line. Approximately five 

found a brass fire tong. Chief Gray said the fire tongs had 
been buried in sandy soil and appeared to be remarkably pre- 
served. Initial examination indicates that there may be hair 
adhering to the surface of the tongs . The tongs are being 
taken to the Cuyahoga County coroner for comparison or the 
deceased Marilyn Sheppard and to see if a determination can be 
made by the coroner as to whether, in fact, this my be the 
murder weapon. Chief Gray would like to subnu-t the frre tongs 
to the FBI Laboratory for appropriate forensic examination. 

He pointed out that this examination could have great historical 
significmce but reminded me that all of the principals in 
this case_are, how. dead. _ 

On 11/22/82, I discussed this matter with Deputy 
Assistant Director William Doran, FBI Laboratory, who stated 
that the laboratory would conduct the required examinations . 
Doran will have Section Chief Bill Cronin contact us to fur- 
nish details of procuring and shipping the evidentiary item. 
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by John P. Coyne 

.More than 28 years after, 
ilyn R, Sheppard was bhidg-li 
eoned to death in her Bay Village 
home, law enforcement officials 
'said they might have uncovered 
^.the Iong*missing murder weapon. 

" Bay village Police Chief Peter' 
Gray yesterday confirmed a 
tool was found, buried five inches 
deep in a yard near the Sheppards’ 
former lakefront home, 28924 
LakeRd. f 

i| The n^ghbor who Me^^ 

; iifind gave it to Gray Friday, seti 
^ting off new inquiries into Greater' 
Geveland’s most publicized slay* 
ing, which led to the conviction 
and later acquittal of the victim’s 
husband. Dr. Samuel H. 
Sheppard 

"I don’t know if it has anything 
to do with the Marilyn Sheppard 
« case,” Gray said. “Over the years, 
ft there have been many, many 
J things turned in that could bav|^ 
I been potential weapons^ Wt 

‘'"This may or may not be tho?' 

p.ght one It’s too to , 
be said. Gray would not des^e 
jtbe find except to call it a “t^ 
lof sorts.” He also would not idS- • 
tify who found it 


Jj However, a preliminary 
fsamination by the Cuyahoga 
^founty coroner’s office matcbel 
the tool to some of the 35 blows 
to the head and body which 
Marilyn Sheppard near daybrqak 
July 4, 1954, Gray said. 

: “Some of the blows would be 
consistent with the object wl 
J]pund,_wiate^gomejother8jwo.uld 
(hot te,” Gray said, speculat^' 
i/that two weapons could have been 
used 

He cautioned that officials have 

not yet determined if the tool had 
b^ manufactured at the time 
Marilyn Sheppard 31 and four 
months pregnant, was kUled 

“We have to get pceltlve iden* 
Ufication oh it and go from tbe^f 
Gray said. /] 

Two FBI agents toe* the id- 
stniment to the FBI laboratory, 
jn Quantico, Va., where agents wilH 


*SURlC”nr7 _ 

checked for fingerprints,'! ^ 

It was not known how long the 
tool had been buried, but Gray 
Itaid the coroner’s office foun 
foot fibers attached to it, indicat < ! 
ling it had been underground fo^ 
'ht least several years. It 
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“It could have been put* there 
28 years ago or it might have' 
been there only a few years,” he 
said, adding it could have been 
I planted in the yard by a publicity' 
seeker. 

The find came just days after 
a movie, “Guilty or Innocent* lie 
Sam Sheppard Murder Case,” was 
re-run on television here depicting 
the life of the man known as Dr. 
Sam, who was convicted of the 
murder in a dramatic trial five) 
months after his wife’s death. 


He freed 10 years later in 
uwmplicated round of appeals.' 
Two years later, in 1966, the UA 
Supreme Court, citing extensive, 
prejudicial publicity, reversed his 
conviction. A new trial found him 
. not guilty. Sheppard died in 197r 
at age 46. 

j) Gray said the weapon alwavs 
pad been a loose end in the 
/onvesUgation. He said police got. 
•'phone calls offering Ups whenever! 
the movie was shown. None has 
turned up any new evidence, hef 
sail . ; ^ •* *- * 

^uel R Gerbar, who 
^fered key testimony in boUi of 
aep^s trials, declined to dis- 

ftCuss the latest findings. Mary E. 
}C^ senior medical tS>lo* 
®ist, who woihed on the orig^ 
«c^ examined the tool but .wobld 

pot comment about it • 
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